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NOTE: If your child attends a DCSD charter school, please check in with your child's 
school directly regarding schedules and calendars.  

March 3, 2021 

Dear DCSD Middle School Families, 

Yesterday evening at its regular meeting, the DCSD Board of Education voted to approve our 
recommendation and plans to return our middle and high school students to full, in-person 
learning (five days a week) beginning Monday, March 22, 2021.  

Additional details about this transition to full, in-person learning are below. We invite you to 
join Interim Superintendent Corey Wise for a community town hall meeting on Tuesday, 
March 9 at 5:45 p.m. to learn more about what to expect. Click here to register and submit 
your questions. 

REQUESTS TO LEARN REMOTELY - MIDDLE SCHOOL 
As a reminder, in late 2020 we asked our families to select their learning preference (in-person 
or eLearning) for the remainder of this school year. We explained that hybrid could transition to 
in-person learning and that should be taken into consideration when making the decision. As 
such, beginning March 22, the expectation will be that our in-person students attend 
classes in-person five days a week. Families who selected eLearning will remain in that 
learning model through the end of the school year. 

For families and students who have extenuating circumstances, please contact your school 
administrator to discuss why your student may need a remote learning option.  

Reasons for students being allowed to engage in remote learning include but are not limited to 
quarantined students or students/families who have health risks. Click here for additional 
information about remote learning requests and expectations.  

BUS TRANSPORTATION 
On February 8, DCSD began its transition back to normal capacity on school buses, meaning 
some routes may have two or three students per seat. Eligibility for transportation was 
expanded to include elementary students who live approximately more than 1.5 miles 
from their assigned neighborhood school, and for middle and high school students who 
live approximately more than 3 miles from their assigned neighborhood school. Bus 
service is only available to students who attend their assigned neighborhood school. Families 
eligible for DCSD bus transportation have been contacted with information on how to sign up for 
a SMARTag (bus pass) and view their bus route/schedule. 
 
We realize the eligibility distance is still higher than it was pre-COVID. The reasoning behind 
this is there are fewer bus drivers due to budget reductions, vacancies, and COVID-19 positive 
cases and quarantines. 



 
Eligible students requiring transportation as a related service in accordance with their IEP, as 
well as homeless and foster students, are bused regardless of the distance to their school. 

Transitioning to normal capacity on buses was possible as a result of continued dialogue with 
local and state health authorities. Should a COVID-19 exposure occur on a DCSD school bus, 
quarantines will be managed via the use of seating charts. Students and staff are required to 
wear a face covering while on the bus and sit in an assigned seat in accordance with a seating 
chart. If you have questions or concerns, please contact the DCSD Transportation Department. 

IMPORTANT POINTS ABOUT THE RETURN TO FULL, IN-PERSON LEARNING 

● March 22 is a natural time to begin since it's the start of the fourth quarter. 
● Friday, March 12 will be an asynchronous learning day so that our middle schools 

can make necessary preparations to start full-time, in-person learning on March 
22 (such as moving furniture, setting up classrooms, etc.). Middle school students 
will be expected to participate in asynchronous learning on those dates.  

● Student-facing staff have had access to opportunities to receive COVID-19 vaccinations.  
● Students enrolled in eLearning will remain in that learning model through the end of the 

school year. 
● Current health and safety protocols will remain in place. Two of the most important 

safety measures we have are mask wearing and following isolation and quarantine 
protocols. Layering additional safety measures such as hand washing, increased 
ventilation, seating charts to minimize the impact of quarantines where possible, use of 
alternate and outdoor spaces, and physical distancing where feasible will continue to be 
a part of daily operations in schools. 

● Quarantines of students and unvaccinated staff will continue in alignment with local and 
state health department guidance. This is a requirement that school districts must follow, 
however we will continue to partner with local and state health officials and advocate for 
evaluation and adjustments of quarantine guidelines.  

● Spring activities and athletics will be planned according to guidance from public health 
agencies. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Additional information and details about the return to full, in-person learning for middle and high 
schools can be found on our website. 
 
This plan will only be successful with the help of our community: 

● Continue to Keep Students Home When Sick 
Please monitor the health of your children and keep them home from school if they are 
exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19 and/or have a temperature greater than 100 
degrees. Please reference this checklist to assist you in determining whether your 
child should attend school.  

● Help Maintain Low At-Risk Metrics 



Everyone must do their part to maintain lower COVID-19 incidence rates and positivity 
rates. This includes minimizing multiple household gatherings, utilizing health mitigation 
strategies while in public places (i.e. face coverings, social distancing and handwashing) 
and accessing free testing after traveling. 

 
We encourage families to get their children tested for COVID-19 when they are not feeling well, 
showing symptoms commonly associated with COVID-19, or have recently travelled. No-cost 
COVID-19 testing is available at many locations throughout our community, including: 

● COVIDCheck Colorado (Echo Park Stadium - Parker and other Denver/Metro area 
locations) 

● PediaClinic (Highlands Ranch and New Mobile Location in Castle Rock) 
● Douglas County Testing Events 

 
Keeping students in our schools, full-time, into the 2021-2022 school year and beyond 
remains the desire of both the Board of Education and staff. For those who prefer an 
eLearning option, we will continue to explore the feasibility of making this available for those 
students in the 2021-2022 school year. Families will receive information soon about how to 
select eLearning for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Our teachers, principals and staff members are ready to increase the in-person learning time for 
all students. We welcomed our elementary students back to full, in-person learning in January, 
and now we look forward to having our middle and high school students back for full, in-person 
learning beginning March 22! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Corey Wise 
Interim Superintendent 
Douglas County School District 


